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OUTLINE

❖Our Beliefs about the Quran

❖The Need for Divine Guidance

❖Types of  Wahy

❖Makki and Madani Surahs

❖Structure of  the Quran

❖Resources to Understand the Quran

❖Rights of  the Quran



WHAT MUSLIMS BELIEVE ABOUT QURAN

❖Word of  Allah

❖Revealed on the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم)

❖Current version in the exact 

same form as was revealed



THE NEED FOR DIVINE GUIDANCE

❖We believe Allah has sent us in this world for:

❖Make the best use of  this world and the things in it

❖Do this keeping in mind what pleases Allah and what 

Allah does not like

❖How humans acquire knowledge:

❖Senses (Five senses, i.e., eyes, ears etc.,)

❖Reasoning

❖Divine revelation (Wahy)

❖Limitations of  senses and reasoning

❖Wahy comes beyond reasoning

❖Not necessary that everything communicated 

through Wahy be compulsively comprehended 

through reasoning



TYPES OF WAHY

❖ Inspiration, e.g., in a dream 

❖ Speech hidden away (when Allah spoke 

to Musa AS)

❖ Words sent through a special 

messenger (Jibril AS) from God .. 

The Quran 



MODES OF DESCENT TO THE PROPHET (صلى الله عليه وسلم)

❖Hearing the Wahy (like a bell)

❖Jibril AS would appear in human 

form and convey the Wahy

❖Jibril AS would appear in actual 

form

❖Jibril AS  convey in his heart

❖Conversation with Allah



TIMES AND ORDER OF REVELATIONS

❖Revealed periodically (Unlike Tourah

which was revealed all together to 

Prophet Musa AS)

❖ Over a period of  23 years

❖ Started at 40 years of  the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم), 

13 years in Makkah and 10 years in 

Madinah

❖ Order 

❖ Revelation (cannot be 100% sure of  each 

and every Surah and verse)

❖ In Quran (Divine compilation intact to this 

day)



CHARACTERISTICS OF MAKKI AND MADANI SURAHS

❖Starting Revelations - Makki Surahs

❖ Small Surahs

❖ High level language, generally rhythmic

❖ Consists mostly of  subjects: Oneness of  

God, Prophethood,, Day of  Judgement, 

and Resurrection

❖ Later Revelations – Madani Surahs

❖ Long Surahs

❖ Descriptive and long explanations

❖ Consists mostly about Law, Rules of  Life 

etc.,



STRUCTURE OF THE QURAN

❖Poetry or Prose?

❖Neither… But Divine Orations

❖Situational and Contextual

❖Repetitions of  some stories, but highlights 

in different manner

❖Surah (Divine)

❖Literal meaning – boundary around a city

❖Each Surah is like a City

❖114 



STRUCTURE OF THE QURAN

❖ Ayah - Verses (Divine)

❖ Literal meaning – Sign

❖ Types of  Ayah – Makki (revealed before migrating to 

Madinah), Madani (After migration)

❖ Ahzaab or Manzil

❖ 7 divisions

❖ Existed during time of  the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم)

❖ To complete the recitation of  full Quran in One week



STRUCTURE OF THE QURAN

❖Juz

❖Parts

❖Divided into 30 parts for convenient

❖No any significance

❖Ruku

❖Introduced later

❖Generally to complete a subject 

❖Read in one Rakaah in Salaah



RESOURCES TO UNDERSTAND THE QURAN

❖Internal Resources

❖External Resources



INTERNAL RESOURCES

❖Language

❖ Highly linguistic

❖ The pure language of  Arabs

❖ Where there are not other sources, 

understanding the language is pivotal

❖ Organization

❖ Very important to understand macro and micro 

levels 

❖ Organization and Relationship between Surahs

❖ Organization and Relationship between Ayahs

❖ Cross References from Quran



EXTERNAL RESOURCES

❖Sunnah of  the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم)

❖Ahadith and Saying and Actions of  Sahabah

❖Context of  Revelation

❖Old books revealed to previous prophets

❖History

❖Deliberation and Deduction

❖Tafaasir



RIGHTS OF THE QURAN

Believe

Recite

Understand

Ponder

Bring in our 
lives

Spread



ُ خَيْرًا جَزَاكَ ٱلٰلَّه

May Allah reward you with goodness


